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U.S. Heads @ﬁ Shapmem io Sowets_

mde to- national ~e¢,unty alfairs ad
viser Zbigniew Brzezinski, telephoned
top Cummerce oihculs ‘He ordered

.ermy Garte reacked to nhe Soviet-®

- invasion ot Afghanistan by announc-
‘i a tough’ emlmruo on-the sale of
. xmlrtauly useful hardware to- Ruwa
I)y Awnerican mmmtacturers~ :

. Not, long after, the presrdentb neW'
hmdlme policy got its first real work-

- out,’dnd for. sheer melodrama. it sur- -
_passed anything in the.staid, button- -
* down Commerce Departments recent .,
vhletory It almost took a last-minute
. charge. hy theUS. Lavalry to rescue.a- .

high- te(.hnulogy shipment from. the
double-dealing.. - Kremlin

treighter to pick up the- goods

'l‘he sensitive material consisted of -
spray guns,:drying ovens: and other "

items:needed - tor coat jet engines-with
a protective ceramic layer:-The pro-
cess’ pmlonvw the: life of ‘the treated
jets; an(l n eisennal for ong- -range
aircraft. ~-% - Thos L
'l‘hefmamllacturer, bermetel Inc. of
Limerick, ’a., a subsidiary of Teleflex
Inc., bad struck a deal with the Soviet

Unmn to provide the technology, the .
zmembly line” components and qual-
ity-control training that would.enable -

the Russians to'set up their own high-.
speed engine treatment complex. The-
contract was worth $6. million to $8
million for the American company.

- Sermetel got. the necessary licenses

i ts R :
But the aSaembly life® Lumponents

from the Cominerce - Department in
June- 1978, despite Detense Depart-
ment objections ana a CIA - recom--
mendation against the sale. By the

tlme the Afuhanistan. eye-opener

.. changed. the picture early .this year,

Sermetel had already delivered - 56
volumes of: techmcal data'to the Sovr-
ot P h

‘were still in this country; and in early
‘February the Pentagon - asked the
"Commerce Department " to revoke
bermetels export hcense Commerce

" sent two field agents to inform Serme-

tel its lrcense was bemv reevaluated

At, the: time, ~the~ ~company - 'was
scheduled to turn the-assembly. line

-material. over to Amtorg, ‘the Seviet -
"government trade : organization, .in -
New York. by June. -But -after: the

Commerce Department visit, Serme-
-tel executives, presumably fearing the

:loss of their lucrativé contract, moved ’
. ened econom:c sanctionis” againsy the:

the delivery date up to'Aprxl

S Meanwhlle, unbeknownst to Sermef
tel; a top-level’ mteraaency group- in

Washmgton decided late in. February

‘that the export license ‘should, be re- -

-voked. For some reason; Commerce
never acted on the decision..., - - N
-On March 24—a Monday—-Defense
becretary Harold Brown sent.a hand-
delivered message: to- Commerce: Sec-
retary Philip Klutzniek, ordering:him
to stop the shlpment.leutznick'ign.
ored the message, “#ioae «o i i
- Four days later——on Friday, March

.28——the FBI notified the Pentagon

that -the Russians®were’ diverting a
freighter to pick ‘up.'the’ shlpment
Brig: Gen. erllam Odom. rmhtary

" of the del'ay i “etfecting. the revoca-
. tion. And a; group of Repubhcan sena- |

. tors led by(Utah S Iake Gam is trymg
‘to set up.a spe(;tal strateglc trade of-

action’ Weren Haken mmedrately
‘Thus msgrred Commerce finally
acted-. Att 5.[0- pan. ~that I'"xclay ,
Sermetel got a “phone call from Com-
merce enforcement avents wantmﬂ' tu’
know where the’ mat.erxal was lomted
Company. ofticials 'said’ the -govern-;
ment » agents;.'were., in- -cumplete
panic,”:» but:. t,hal: bermetel asaured'

‘them the goods were safe in aNew:!

ark, NJ., \varehuuae Pentagum(r.

ctals;:, however* told - my-. weportersi
Lonnie Rosenwald- and Vickt Warren:

that Sermetel disclosed the’ locatmn
only after a Commerce official: threat- ;

et

company: - s S
At any rate. Comimeree * urdered:

2oty sthxd

. :Customs Semcewrmcers to impound *

the shipment, only to’be told that’it .
was too late-on a Friday-evening tv |
carry out the order. So Commerce had }
to send its own field agents to stick-on |
the labels that othcrally rmpuunded i
the material. R

Sermetel has appealed the fevoca- :

FORp

. tion of its expurt licenie. Commerce i3

conducting. an mtemal xmestwatwn ¥

1
fice to-take over export controls from ;
g

_thereluctant Commerce Department,,
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